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Actors Won'’t Take Their Cu'es in
Reagan’s Foreign Policy Seript

President Reagan may not-have lost con-
trol of foreign policy, but be has lost con- -
trot of the foreign policy debate.

He is not leading the conversation on his

* two major preoccupations, Jentral America -
.«and nuclear disarmament. . .
"*The Democrats, for instance, in the wake _

_MaryMcGrory

UPSTAGED

of his joint address to Congress, shouid be -Other “Cube, & peddler of revoiution, & -

cowering at -his -not-so-veiled threat 1o
charge them with *losing” El Salvador if
- they fail to answer his call for “bipartisan
action.” . . ‘ K
Many are nervous. but they ere all the
. same going ahead with their pians to end
his not-so-secret war against Nicaragus.
The first witness for a bili sponsored by
Reps. Edward P. Boland (D-Mass) and
Clement J. Zablocki (D-Wis.), which would
wind down the U.S. operation to overthrow
the government in Manague—a goal the
president depied in his majestic address,
but acknowiedged in an interview with
White House reporters—will be Majority
Leader dames C. Wright Jr. {D-Tex.}, whe,
paradoxically, supports the president on El
Salvador. L

Luckily for Reagan, the Democrats have
not focused on a true bipartisen solution to
the problém: the recommendations of the
Linowitz Commission. : :

.The commission had heavy Republican
representation, including two veterans of |
the Nixon administration, Elliot L. Rich-
ardson and Frank Shakespeare, David
Rockefeller and even former chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of .Staff, Gen. Dawid -C.
Jones—all of whom signed a plan for mul-
tilateral negotiations that would include

. Cuba and the Soviet Union.

The president’s conservative supporters
are not talking, as they should be, about his
splendid oratorical stand against the com-
munist hordes poised to take over the re-
gion. His denial of any resemblance to
Vietnam displessed ther.

To them, it is Vietham—and & chance to
refight & losing battie against the Red Tide. -
As for not overthrowing the Nicaraguan !
government, the thunder from the right .is:
if not. why not? To them, Nicaragus is an-

demon player of dominoes.

Of all those not following the president’s

scrlpt, thg Roman Catholic hierarchy mayv

be the most disa;:;;;_ointing. They shouid, by
his lights, be singing hosannas to him for
espousing tuition tax-credits and opposing

" abortion.

But thev have veered off mto a cosmic
“pro-life” movement. The stiffened, final
version of their pastoral letter on nuclear

war was a2n affirmation that the preserva-
tion of the planet is more important than
the preservation of the parochial school.

There was, of course, & time when an
American president couid take for granied
Catholic'support for any foreign policy ven-
ture aimed at godless communism. The
leaders of an tmmigrant church wanted tw
be counted with those whose Americanism
was above guestion.

No one personifies how far thev have
come more than Cardinal John Krol of

Philadelphia, who in the 1970s participated'

in President Nixon’s famous “Sunday Wor
ship Services” during the Vietnam-war.

- Next week, Hans Bethe, project director

~at the Los Alamos National Laboratory
jand one of the ‘repentant bomb-makers
+who hes ‘joined the -Union-of Concerned
:Scientists, will testify before a Senate com-
- mittée egainst Reagan's “dream” of & laser-
bearn ‘shield. To oppose .the Nobel Prize
winner, the administration is sending in
Kenneth L. Adelman, whom the Senate |
dubiously confirmed last month as ditector ‘
of the Arms Control and Disarmament |
Agency. : o

And finally to the bist of those who are
not speaking their expected lines must be
added US. doctors. Omee they could be
depended on not te ‘take-stands on social’
issues. Now, these privileged baves of our
society are down in ibe-arens, mobilizing
against the arms race. . - .

Dr. John Pastare of Tuifts .University, & .
distinguished cardiclogist, and a member of |
the Internstional Physicians for the Pre- |
vention of Nuclear War, came to Washing- |
ton to speak to the 'Women's Democratic
Club about the need to enlist in the cause |
of peace. o ' I

He spent two vears in Hiroshima &s a
member of the casualty commission He’:
participated in an unprecedented telecast !
with Soviet doctors about the horror end
folly of nuciear war. He is poing to Amster-
dam to negotiate with the Soviets for an-
other joint venture, this one about the ef-

Cardinal Krol, at & news conference &l ot of the nuclear threat on the children Qf

“Trinity College beld ‘in before an ecumen- 41, world, .

""jcal worship service to celebrate the pasto-

ra) letter, was quoting the Rev. Mnr_t:in Lu-
ther King Jr. and Mohandes Gandhi.
Scientists, by Reagan’s lights, are doing

He is another example of those who are
making it difficult for Reagen to manage
the dialogue on foreign policy.

‘no better by him. -

In his “Star Wars” speech he called upon
the scientific community “who gave us nu-
clear weapons” to help him build an outer-
space defense against them. Instead of re- |
sponding to the challenge, they are telling
“him to pack it in.
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